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� Purpose of writing

� Using external sources

� Paraphrasing� Paraphrasing

� Summarizing

� Quoting

� Plagiarism

� Referencing

� Take home message
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� Represent one’s own ideas

� Purpose of writing is not to create a collage of copied 

material from different sources

Convey your message to the reader as efficiently as � Convey your message to the reader as efficiently as 

possible

� Define jargon, abbreviations

� Use labeled, captioned figures, table titles

� Avoid using long complex sentences

� Avoid wordiness
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� Paraphrasing� Paraphrasing

� Summarizing
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� Usually, a source’s ideas, not the exact wording are 

important

� Paraphrase/summarize

� In rare cases, you may want to preserve the original author’s � In rare cases, you may want to preserve the original author’s 

wording

� Quoting

� In any case, always provide reference

� Most scientific writing relies on summarizing
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� “To paraphrase means to express someone else’s ideas in your own 

language”

� Use paraphrasing when the same level of detail as in the original is 

required

� Use your own words. Change the actual sentence structure

� Strategy:

� When reading, take notes in point form. Do not copy whole sentences.

� When writing, convert the points from the notes into full sentences in 

your own words

� Provide a reference
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Source: Jerry Plotnick, Director of the University College Writing Centre, University of Toronto, “Paraphrase and Summary”

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/paraphrase



� The cause of autism has also been a matter of dispute. Its incidence is 

about one in a thousand, and it occurs throughout the world, its features 

remarkably consistent even in extremely different cultures. It is often not 

recognized in the first year of life, but tends to become obvious in the 

second or third year.second or third year.

� The cause of the condition autism has been disputed. It occurs in 

approximately one in a thousand children, and it exists in all parts of the 

world, its characteristics strikingly similar in vastly differing cultures. The 

condition is often not noticeable in the child’s first year, yet it becomes 

more apparent as the child reaches the ages of two or three (Sacks 247-

48) . 
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� The cause of autism has also been a matter of dispute. Its incidence is about one 

in a thousand, and it occurs throughout the world, its features remarkably 

consistent even in extremely different cultures. It is often not recognized in the 

first year of life, but tends to become obvious in the second or third year.

� In “An Anthropologist on Mars,” Sacks lists some of the known facts about 

autism. We know, for example, that the condition occurs in roughly one out of 

every thousand children. We also know that the characteristics of autism do not 

vary from one culture to the next. And we know that the condition is difficult to 

diagnose until the child has entered its second or third year of life. As Sacks 

points out, often a child who goes on to develop autism will still appear perfectly 

normal at the age of one (247).
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� “To summarize means to distill only the most 

essential points of someone else’s work.”

� Use summarizing when you want to use only key Use summarizing when you want to use only key 

points

� Extract topic sentences. The topic sentence is the 

centre around which the important point circulates.

� Use your own words
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The cause of autism has also been a matter of dispute. Its incidence is about one in a thousand, and it 

occurs throughout the world, its features remarkably consistent even in extremely different cultures. It is 
often not recognized in the first year of life, but tends to become obvious in the second or third year. 
Though Asperger regarded it as a biological defect of affective contact — innate, inborn, analogous to a 
physical or intellectual defect — Kanner tended to view it as a psychogenic disorder, a reflection of bad 
parenting, and most especially of a chillingly remote, often professional, “refrigerator mother.” At this 
time, autism was often regarded as “defensive” in nature, or confused with childhood schizophrenia. A time, autism was often regarded as “defensive” in nature, or confused with childhood schizophrenia. A 
whole generation of parents — mothers, particularly — were made to feel guilty for the autism of their 
children.

In “An Anthropologist on Mars,” Sacks notes that although there is little 

disagreement on the chief characteristics of autism, researchers have 

differed considerably on its causes. As he points out, Asperger saw the 

condition as an innate defect in the child’s ability to connect with the 

external world, whereas Kanner regarded it as a consequence of harmful 

childrearing practices (247-48). 
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� Use quoting in the following cases:

� The wording is elegant or memorable

� Add credibility to your argument if the passage is from an 

authoritative figure or expertauthoritative figure or expert

� You wish to analyze the actual passage

� You wish to discuss / argue another author’s ideas in detail

� If only the idea is important, but not the wording, use 

paraphrasing or summarizing

� Introduce the quote

12
Source: Jerry Plotnick, Director of the University College Writing Centre, University of Toronto, “Using Quotations”

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/quotations



The ancient Greeks never saw a need to justify wars that 

were waged outside the walls of the city state. "Hence we 

must turn to Roman antiquity to find the first justification of 

war, together with the first notion that there are just and war, together with the first notion that there are just and 

unjust wars" (Arendt 12). Yet the Roman conception of a just 

war differs sharply from more modern conceptions.
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The ancient Greeks never saw a need to justify wars that 

were waged outside the walls of the city state. As Hannah 

Arendt points out in On Revolution, "we must turn to Roman 

antiquity to find the first justification of war, together with antiquity to find the first justification of war, together with 

the first notion that there are just and unjust wars" (12). Yet 

the Roman conception of a just war differs sharply from 

more modern conceptions.
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� Instead of writing ‘Author says…’ everytime, 

there are different verbs:
argues writes points out concludes comments

suggests insists observes counters asserts

� Other phrases:

� In the words of X, …

� According to X, …

� In X’s view, …
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suggests insists observes counters asserts

states notes claims demonstrates explains

Jerry Plotnick, “Using Quotations”



� Can I copy-paste everything from multiple 

sources in quotation marks with proper 

citation?citation?

� This would keep you safe from plagiarism

� What is your contribution to the writing?

� “Such a collection of quotes does not lead to any 

original intellectual contribution and looks 

awkward”
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Source: Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, NXP (Philips) Chair Professor, Dept of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology

http://mamidala.wordpress.com/2012/04/11/275/



� Paraphrase

� Express someone else’s ideas in your own words

� Summarize

� Extract key points; write them in your own words

� Quotation

� Use only when author’s exact words are important

� Appropriate introduction
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� Purpose of writing

� Using external sources

� Paraphrasing� Paraphrasing

� Summarizing

� Quoting

� Plagiarism

� Referencing

� Take home message

18



“to represent as one's own any idea or 
expression of an idea or work of another”
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From “How Not to Plagiarize” by Dr. Margaret Procter, University of Toronto Coordinator, Writing Support

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize



� Literal plagiarism

� Direct copy-paste of groups of words without properly quoting or 

citing the source

� Illegitimate paraphrasing without citing a source� Illegitimate paraphrasing without citing a source

� Intelligent plagiarism

� Idea adoption without citing the source

� Legitimate paraphrasing

� Both are plagiarism

� Always include citation and reference
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Source: Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, Dept of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology http://mamidala.wordpress.com/2012/04/11/275/



� In coursework: up to expulsion from university

� In academia

� Retraction (reputation at risk)� Retraction (reputation at risk)

� Prohibited Authors List (Blacklist)

� Penalties
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� June 2011: University of Alberta Dean of Medical School resigned after he 

plagiarized part of a graduation speech [1]

� Sep 2012: University of Waterloo professor resigned from position as 

editor-in-chief of a journal after a student copied parts of another paper 
[2][2]

� Oct 2012: University of Toronto chair of physiology paper retracted (7-yr 

research) due to self-plagiarism [3]

� Dec 2012: University of Windsor Dean of Education suspended until June 

2014 due to “an academic integrity breach involving plagiarism.” [4]

23

[1] National Post: http://news.nationalpost.com/2011/06/17/university-of-alberta-medical-school-dean-resigns-after-plagiarizing-speech/

[2] Imprint: http://www.theimprint.ca/article/2024-waterloo-professor-and-grad-student-face

[3] Toronto Star: http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/article/1276794--university-of-toronto-professor-accused-of-self-plagiarism-in-seven-year-old-research-paper 

[4] The Windsor Star: http://blogs.windsorstar.com/2012/12/10/dean-of-education-at-university-of-windsor-suspended-over-plagiarism/ 
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� Purpose of writing
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1. Internal citation in the body of the writing

2. References section 

� Do not make up a referencing system. Use � Do not make up a referencing system. Use 

standard reference systems

� Numbered note:

▪ IEEE (Engineering)

▪ ICMJE (Medical)

� Author-date: APA (social sciences)

� Author-page (humanities)
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We are aware of two droplet sensing DMF methods reported in previous 

studies [1,2].

Citation number Authors Title of paper

[2] J. Gong, C.J Kim, All-electronic droplet generation on-chip with real time 

feedback control for EWOD digital microfluidics, Lab on a chip, 8, 898-

906 (2008).
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Only about 10% of blind people can read Braille [5].

Citation number Author Chapter, book title

[5] Joe Clark “Chapter 3: How do disabled people use computers?” in 

Building Accessible Websites, New Riders Publishing (Pearson 

Education), 2002
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According to the Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), there are 

close to one million blind and visually impaired Canadians [1].

Citation number Author or institution Title of webpage

[1] Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) "About Vision Loss FAQ" 

Accessed September 20, 2010. Available Online: 

http://cnib.ca/en/faq/vision-loss/default.aspx
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Date accessed Exact URL to the page that contains the information



� Some things that do not need a reference:

� Common knowledge

� Well known facts

� Easily verifiable, undisputed facts

� Examples:

� End of WWI, (rough) population of Egypt

� Smoking is harmful to health
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� A review analyses many important research papers, 

compares them and establishes trends.

� This sentence is from a 2010 review:

Finally, a third technique is to use a removable hydrophobic insulator, such that Finally, a third technique is to use a removable hydrophobic insulator, such that 

each successive experiment is implemented on a fresh device surface [8]

[8] Yang H, Luk VN, Abdelgawad M, Barbulovic-Nad I, Wheeler AR: A world-to-

chip interface for digital microfluidics. Anal Chem 2009, 81:1061-1067.
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Discuss the technique itself

• Reference is the 2009 paper

Mention the technique 

• Reference is the 2010 review

Jebrail MS, Wheeler AR Current Opinion in Chemical Biology 2010, 14:574–581
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� Do not cite Wikipedia. Ever.

� Wikipedia is an excellent resource to learn about a topic

� Find the citation from the Wikipedia article and use that as 

the referencethe reference

� If the fact / idea you are using from a Wikipedia article does 

not have a reference, then:

� The fact is common knowledge and you don’t need a reference 

(unlikely)

� The article is incomplete. Look for another source
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� Purpose of writing

� Using external sources

� Paraphrasing� Paraphrasing

� Summarizing

� Quoting

� Definition of plagiarism

� Referencing

� Take home message
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� Ignorance is not an excuse for plagiarism

� Writing is a very important skill to refine

� Do not copy-paste anything anywhere, not in your 

notes, nor in a first draftnotes, nor in a first draft

� Summarize, paraphrase

� Quote with appropriate introduction

� References

� Use a referencing standard

� Do not cite Wikipedia
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Excellent resource: www.writing.utoronto.ca
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