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Purpose of writing

Represent one’s own ideas

Purpose of writing is not to create a collage of copied
material from different sources

Convey your message to the reader as efficiently as
possible

Define jargon, abbreviations
Use labeled, captioned figures, table titles
Avoid using long complex sentences

Avoid wordiness
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Using external sources

Usually, a source’s ideas, not the exact wording are
Important

Paraphrase/summarize

In rare cases, you may want to preserve the original author’s
wording

Quoting
In any case, always provide reference

Most scientific writing relies on summarizing



Paraphrasing

“To paraphrase means to express someone else’s ideas in your own
language”

Use paraphrasing when the same level of detail as in the original is
required
Use your own words. Change the actual sentence structure

Strategy:

When reading, take notes in point form. Do not copy whole sentences.

When writing, convert the points from the notes into full sentences in
your own words

Provide a reference

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/paraphrase 7




Example -Wrong Paraphrasing

The cause ohas also been a matter of dispute| Itslincidencelis

@bout one in a thousand, and it{occurs throughout the world, its|features
remarkably consistent/even inextremely different cultured. It is often not

'recognized|in the first year of life, but tends to become in the
second or third year.

The cause of thel condition autism/has|been disputed| It{occurs in |

[approximately one in a thousand|children, and it(exists in all partsof the

world, itg characteristics strikingly similar|in vastly biffering cultures|. The

condition is often{not noticeable jn the child’s first year, yet it becomes

'more apparent|as the child reaches the ages of two or three (Sacks 247-
48) .




Legitimate paraphrasing

The cause of autism has also been a matter of dispute. Its incidence is about one
in a thousand, and it occurs throughout the world, its features remarkably
consistent even in extremely different cultures. It is often not recognized in the
first year of life, but tends to become obvious in the second or third year.

In "An Anthropologist on Mars,” Sacks lists some of the known facts about
autism. We know, for example, that the condition occurs in roughly one out of
every thousand children. We also know that the characteristics of autism do not
vary from one culture to the next. And we know that the condition is difficult to
diagnose until the child has entered its second or third year of life. As Sacks
points out, often a child who goes on to develop autism will still appear perfectly
normal at the age of one (247).



Summarizing

"To summarize means to distill only the most
essential points of someone else’s work.”

Use summarizing when you want to use only key
points

Extract topic sentences. The topic sentence is the
centre around which the important point circulates.

Use your own words
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Example - Summary

ﬂ The cause of autism has also been a matter of dispute.]lts incidence is about one in a thousand, and it
occurs throughout the world, its features remarkably consistent even in extremely different cultures. It is
often not recognized in the first year of life, but tends to become obvious in the second or third year.
[Thouqh Asperger regarded it as a biological defect]of affective contact —innate, inborn, analogous to a
physical or intellectual defect — Kanner tended to view it as a psychogenic disorder, a reflection of bad |
and most especially of a chillingly remote, often professional, “refrigerator mother.” At this
time, autism was often regarded as “defensive” in nature, or confused with childhood schizophrenia. A

whole generation of parents — mothers, particularly — were made to feel quilty for the autism of their
children.

In "An Anthropologist on Mars,” Sacks notes that although there is little
disagreement on the chief characteristics of autism, researchers have
differed considerably on its causes. As he points out, Asperger saw the
condition as an innate defect in the child’s ability to connect with the
external world, whereas Kanner regarded it as a consequence of harmful
childrearing practices (247-48).
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Quotation

Use quoting in the following cases:

The wording is elegant or memorable

Add credibility to your argument if the passage is from an
authoritative figure or expert

You wish to analyze the actual passage

You wish to discuss [ argue another author’s ideas in detail
If only the idea is important, but not the wording, use
paraphrasing or summarizing

Introduce the quote

112



Example — improper introduction

The ancient Greeks never saw a need to justify wars that
were waged outside the walls of the city state. "Hence we
must turn to Roman antiquity to find the first justification of
war, together with the first notion that there are just and
unjust wars" (Arendt 12). Yet the Roman conception of a just
war differs sharply from more modern conceptions.

13



Example —Well-introduced

The ancient Greeks never saw a need to justify wars that
were waged outside the walls of the city state. As Hannah
Arendt points out in On Revolution, "we must turn to Roman
antiquity to find the first justification of war, together with
the first notion that there are just and unjust wars" (12). Yet
the Roman conception of a just war differs sharply from
more modern conceptions.

14



How to introduce quotations

Instead of writing ‘Author says..." everytime,
there are different verbs:

argues writes points out concludes comments

suggests insists observes counters asserts

states notes claims demonstrates explains
Other phrases:

In the words of X, ...
AccordingtoX, ...

In X's view, ...

15



Quotation overuse

Can | copy-paste everything from multiple
sources in quotation marks with proper
citation?

This would keep you safe from plagiarism
What is your contribution to the writing?

"Such a collection of quotes does not lead to any
original intellectual contribution and looks
awkward”



Recap

Paraphrase

Express someone else’s ideas in your own words

Summarize

Extract key points; write them in your own words

Quotation

Use only when author’s exact words are important

Appropriate introduction

17
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Plagiarism

"to represent as one's own any idea or
expression of an idea or work of another”



Types of Plagiarism

Literal plagiarism

Direct copy-paste of groups of words without properly quoting or
citing the source
lllegitimate paraphrasing without citing a source

Intelligent plagiarism

Idea adoption without citing the source
Legitimate paraphrasing

Both are plagiarism

Always include citation and reference

20



Effects of Plagiarism

In coursework: up to expulsion from university
In academia

Retraction (reputation at risk)
Prohibited Authors List (Blacklist)

Penalties

21



Prohibited Authors List

Author Namse Author Affiliakion Paper Title Prohibited From Start Date End Date
— Dept of Eledronics and “Swarm Indeligencs Stability Based on Stochastic | All IEEE publications S-Jun-2012 5-Jun-2015
Communications Diffusion Search™
Enginesring, Osmania
Uiniversity, Hyderabad
_ Electrical Engineering "Harmnonics in HWDC Links, Part | - Sowrces” All IEEE publications 4-0c-20012  4-0d-2015
Depk, Alexandria
University, Alexandria,
|Eqypt
_ T™ Reseanch and *1310/1550 nm Photonic Crystal Based on Al IEEE publications 18-May-2010 | 18-May-2014
iDevelopment, Lebuh Migtimode interference Demuitiplexer”
Silikon, Malaysia
_ {INTIH, Hydersbad "Page-Level Web Data Exfracion from Template | All TEEE publications S-Mov-2012 | SNow-201F
Pages using Extended FiVaTech™
_ RDWY, Jebalpuar (MUP.) “Security lssues in Distibuted Mulihop WikLAX All IEEE publications 17-Now-2011 | 17-Nov-2016
India MNetworks™
_ |La:cn1|‘ Devi Institute of *Diesign and Implementation of FMCAYW Radar All IEEE publications 22-3d-2012 | 22-Tul-2017
|Engineering and Recetver in 65 nm CMOS Technology™
iTedndog,‘, Alwar , India
_ Computer Sdence and "An Approach to Recognize Handwiitien Bengali | All [EEE publications 25-Apr-2011 | 25-Apr-2013
Engineering Disdpline, Mumerals for Postal Automation™
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Recent incidents

June 2011: University of Alberta Dean of Medical School resigned after he
plagiarized part of a graduation speech [

Sep 2012: University of Waterloo professor resigned from position as

editor-in-chief of a journal after a student copied parts of another paper
[2]

Oct 2012: University of Toronto chair of physiology paper retracted (7-yr
research) due to self-plagiarism 5!

Dec 2012: University of Windsor Dean of Education suspended until June
2014 due to “an academic integrity breach involving plagiarism.” 4!
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Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

scusn::s@nmscf- NEUROSCIENCE AND
i BIOBEHAVIORAL

AR REVIEWS
ELSEVIER Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews 29 (2005) 209-226

www.elsevier.com/locate/neubiorev
Review

Maternal adversity, glucocorticoids and programming
of neuroendocrine function and behaviour

Dawn Owen, Marcus H. Andrews, Stephen G. Matthewg

Departments of Physiology, Obstetrics and Gynecology and Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Urng
Medical Sciences Building, 1 King’s College Circle, Toronto, Ont., Canada

Abstract

The fetus may be exposed to increased endogenous glucocorticoid or synthetic id in la on. Approximately 7% of
pregnant women in Europe and North America are treated with synthetic glucocortfcoid to
preterm delivery. Very little is known about the mechanisms by whij ticoid or prenatal stress influence
neurodevelopment in the human, or whether specific time windows of ing cocorticoids are essential for many

aspects of normal brain development, but exposure of the fetal brain to e
function and behaviour. Both endogenous glucocorticoid and synthetic gl
brain, including modification of neurotransmitter systems and transc
hypothalamo-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) function in prepubertal
glucocorticoid manipulation also leads to modification of beh:
endocrine systems. Permanent changes in endocrine function

re have a number of rapid effects in the fetal
. Such fetal exposure permanently alters
fspring, in a sex-dependent manner. Prenatal
orphology, as well as altered regulation of other
health, since elevated cumulative exposure to endogenous

© 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Keywords: Prenatal stress; Glucocorticoids; Hypotl i ' ) axis; Programming; Hippocampus; Perinatal; Behaviour
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Referencing

nternal citation in the body of the writing

References section

Do not make up a referencing system. Use
standard reference systems

Numbered note:

IEEE (Engineering)
ICMJE (Medical)

Author-date: APA (social sciences)
Author-page (humanities)
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1. Introduction

It is well-known that the interfacial tension (IFT) is an impor-
tant physical property for governing the structure, dynamics and
stability of multiphase systems in various scientific and industrial
applications incduding lab-on-a-chip devices, emulsification, the
production of pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, oil recovery, and so
l‘m'lh Classical methods for measuring IFT are the Wilhelmy
plate and Du Moiiy ring. These methods involve centimeter length
scales (mL volumes) and are suitable for liquid/liquid or liquid|gas
interfaces while offering convenience and accuracy. Howewer, the
macroscopic scale of the measurement can pose problems if the
sample is available only in small amounts. Moreover, also a very
clean environment is required to prevent exposure to contami-
nants, since the IFT can be very sensitive to this {E.g,

At_the millimeter scale (pL volumes) sessile drop and pendant
dmp methods have become common techniques. Also these
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In the past decade, a growing interest has emerged in
micrometer-scale measurements of IFTs. Lee et al reported a tech-
nique in which a (tapered) micropipette is used [10.11]. Here the
IFT is determined by measuring the radius of curvature of the inter-
face at a given pipette pressure. This method allows for relatively
small sample volumes, but the measurements need to be performed
manually and precisely. One liquid with initially a liguid/air inter-
face formed in a micropipette, needs to be exposed rapidly to a
solution of another liquid in order to minimize contamination,
Another way of measuring interfacial tensions at the microscale, is
to make freely suspended drops (in animmiscible liquid ), and study
their deformation in spatially varying flow felds. The competition
between flow stress and IFT then determines the extent of drop
deformation. This well-known principle was recently implemented
in microfluidics. In the device developed by Hudson et al. [12,13],
flow gradients generated by microchannel constrictions were used
todistort the droplet shape. This method has the advantages of high

oS L3 CEITL L UAE LIS LI L FUA IEMOLEUAE LE LEPL TSR Gl B LG M N LR AL

Langmuir 25 (2009) 2153-2158.
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Example — paper

We are aware of two droplet sensing DMF methods reported in previous
studies [1,2].

Citation number = Authors Title of paper

[2]U. Gong, C.J Kim, |All-electronic droplet generation on-chip with real time
feedback control for EWOD digital microfluidics, Lab on a chip, 8, 898-
906 (2008).

Journal Issue number

Page numbers Year

29



Example — book

Only about 10% of blind people can read Braille [5].

Citation number = Author Chapter, book title

[5]Joe Clark[*Chapter 3: How do disabled people use computers?” in
Building Accessible Websites, New Riders Publishing (Pearson
Education)) 2002

Publisher

Year published
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Example — webpage

According to the Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), there are
close to one million blind and visually impaired Canadians [1].

Citation number Author or institution Title of webpage

[1] Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB)["About Vision Loss FAQ"
Accessed September 20, 2010. Available Online:
http://cnib.ca/en/fag/vision-loss/default.aspx

Date accessed Exact URL to the page that contains the information
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When not to reference

Some things that do not need a reference:

Common knowledge
Well known facts
Easily verifiable, undisputed facts

Examples:

End of WWI, (rough) population of Egypt
Smoking is harmful to health
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Citing Reviews

A review analyses many important research papers,
compares them and establishes trends.
This sentence is from a 2010 review:

Finally, a third technique is to use a removable hydrophobic insulator, such that
each successive experiment is implemented on a fresh device surface [8]

[8]Yang H, Luk VN, Abdelgawad M, Barbulovic-Nad |, Wheeler AR: A world-to-
chip interface for digital microfluidics. Anal Chem 2009, 81:1061-1067.

Discuss the technique itself Mention the technique

e Referenceisthe 2009 paper e Referenceisthe 2010 review

Jebrail MS, Wheeler AR Current Opinion in Chemical Biology 2010, 14:574-581 33
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About Wikipedia

Do not cite Wikipedia. Ever.
Wikipedia is an excellent resource to learn about a topic

Find the citation from the Wikipedia article and use that as
the reference

If the fact / idea you are using from a Wikipedia article does
not have a reference, then:

The fact is common knowledge and you don’t need a reference
(unlikely)

The article is incomplete. Look for another source
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Take home message

Ignorance is not an excuse for plagiarism
Writing is a very important skill to refine

Do not copy-paste anything anywhere, not in your
notes, nor in a first draft

Summarize, paraphrase
Quote with appropriate introduction

References

Use a referencing standard
Do not cite Wikipedia

37



Excellent resource: www.writing.utoronto.ca
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